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	New Forest 
	Dwarf shrub heath - lowland 
	Jennifer Thomas 
	28 
	1019633 
	1610.64 
	28 Sep 2011 
	Favourable 
	This is an extensive area of dry heath, wet heath and acid grassland mosaic with scattered scrub (at about 5% cover) and occasional stands of bracken (up to about 20% cover). Purple moor grass is present over large areas (probably about 75%) but grazing pressure is keeping the sward short and species-rich. Heather and cross-leaved heath are frequent and all age classes are present, with occasional bilberry and more rarely bog myrtle. There is good representation of characteristic plants with frequent heath bedstraw, catsear, milkwort and tormentil; occasional species include lousewort, sheep’s sorrel and heath spotted orchid. Bracken is patchily distributed with some fairly dense areas and others with a more scattered cover. But it does not appear to be having adverse effects on overall diversity. Common gorse is dominant only rarely (making up about 5% cover) and other scrub makes up no more than about 5% creating some additional structure. Rotational management by burning is evident in parts of the heath and there is good recovery of heath vegetation. Grazing pressure appears to be appropriate. Scots pine and other non-site natives are rare (<1%) and there are no other negative indicators. In addition to the above, all additional designated features have been considered and assessed 

	New Forest 
	Fen,, marsh and swamp - lowland 
	Jennifer Thomas 
	43 
	1027364 
	13.99 
	27 Jun 2012 
	Favourable 
	This is an area of humid heath which includes very species-rich, intact examples of seepage and valley mire in the catchment of the Latchmore Brook. There is active erosion of the valley mire just outside the unit but the habitats within the unit are in good condition and no indications of adverse impacts were noted. However, there is a risk of damage to the mires should the erosion continue to proceed further upslope. The target for habitat extent is met as there is no indication of loss of heath or mire habitats through conversion to other habitats or drainage. Cover of open ground in the habitats is within target with good representation of small patches of open water, bryophyte mats and wet peat. There are no indications of excessive sward damage through trampling or poaching. Cover of dwarf shrubs is within target at about 40% in the humid heath and 25% in the mires. Of note is the occurrence of petty whin. Cover of Molinia is within target and it is kept appropriately short by grazing. Characteristic plants noted as frequent in the mire habitat include sundew, bog asphodel, tormentil, white beaked-sedge and bog cotton. The uncommon moss Scorpidium scorpioides is present in places indicating good quality habitat conditions. Cover of Sphagnum is within target and makes up to 80% cover in the mires. There is very low cover of trees and scrub. Myrica is present in the lower part of the system. Bracken and gorse are scattered through the wet heath making up less than 5% cover. 

	
	Fen, marsh and swamp - lowland 
	Jennifer Thomas 
	44 
	1027365 
	37.87 
	05 Dec 2013 
	Unfavourable recovering 
	Large unit of fragmented sphagnum rich mire and wet heath, plant diversity is high and there is good representation of characteristic plants. These include bog pimpernel, meadow thistle, round-leaved sundew, white beak-sedge, many-stalked spike-rush, bog asphodel, bog cotton, carnation sedge and tormentil. Cover of scrub and bracken in the open habitats is minimal and within target but it is notable that there is good structural and habitat diversity of value for wetland invertebrates adjacent to the unit. Several snipe were seen during the survey and it is noticeable that at the end of a dry season the majority of the unit had high water levels. There are no indications of negative impacts arising from nutrient input, excessive disturbance or trampling and current grazing levels appear appropriate to maintain the habitats in good condition. There are no indications of problems arising from non-native species or pollution. However obviously engineered drainage channels at the lower end of the slope are affecting extent of mire habitat and possibly quality. There are also several cross drains and these with the areas of spoil are keeping the unit unfavourable but recovering due to the Wetland restoration programme.  

	New Forest 
	Fen, marsh and swamp - lowland 
	Jennifer Thomas 
	48 
	1027369 
	23.38 
	30 Oct 2012 
	Unfavourable recovering 
	This unit includes areas of valley mire, seepage mire, Molinia grassland and wet and dry heath. The main watercourse through the unit has been modified and there is evidence of other modification of drainage. This has resulted in damage to the adjacent habitats and loss of habitat. Works are proposed to reverse these damaging impacts. The valley mire habitat is generally degraded and significant areas of this habitat appear to have been lost due to erosion and slumping of the vegetation. The extent of habitat is therefore much less than should be the case and this aspect does not meet target. Remaining areas of vegetation associated with the smaller watercourses have also been adversely affected by past drainage and generally does not correspond with the characteristic valley mire vegetation type. Only towards the eastern end of the area is there good quality mire and Molinia lawn type vegetation with a number of characteristic plants. Otherwise, characteristic plants are infrequent in the mire habitat and plants tolerant of eroding vegetation such as bog pondweed are abundant. Sphagnum is generally absent from the mire vegetation and so this aspect does not meet target. Sward height and cover of litter in the Molinia meadow areas are within desired levels and grazing management appears appropriate. Cover of scrub, gorse and bracken are within target and there are no indications of problems arising from exotic species. There is significant on-going erosion of the banks of the watercourse resulting in loss of the associated Molinia meadow habitat. Also of concern is the presence of a spoil bank alongside the watercourse which may be affecting the flood regime and hydrology of the valley bottom. Associated species in this unit include southern damselfly; suitable habitat conditions for this appear to have been reduced in extent by drainage. As a number of key targets are not met the unit is considered to be in unfavourable condition. 

	New Forest 
	Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland - lowland 
	Jennifer Thomas 
	66 
	1027385 
	126.47 
	30 Oct 2012 
	Unfavourable recovering 
	This is two large adjacent inclosure woodlands. Amberwood Inclosure was originally planted as an oak plantation and much of this remains in place, although some areas have subsequently been re-planted with conifers. Alderhill Inclosure was originally a mixture of oak and pine but large areas were replaced with conifers in the 1950s. The area formerly had extensive wetland areas but these were drained at the time of inclosure. Alderhill Inclosure is identified in the Forest Design Plan as an area of extensive clearance to re-instate the original predominantly open character with restoration of open heath and mire. This work has not yet started but remains scheduled to take place within the current plan period. The plans for Amberwood Inclosure are slightly different in that the emphasis is on creation of grazed pasture woodland, as well as restoration of mire alongside the Latchmore Brook. Again, this work has not yet started but remains scheduled to take place within the next ten years. Of particular concern at present is the presence of deep drains throughout the woods which exacerbate fast flow rates in the Latchmore Brook system downstream. Plans are being developed to address this issue. 

	New Forest 
	Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland - lowland 
	Jennifer Thomas 
	540 
	1029052 
	195.30 
	28 Sep 2011 
	Unfavourable recovering 
	This is former inclosure woodland which is now open to extensive grazing. It is in the process of being managed to promote a greater proportion of broadleaf trees and to enhance open areas. Currently the canopy consists of even-aged beech (40%), oak (20%) and conifer (20%). There is evidence of recent conifer removal to favour broadleaves. There are occasional near veteran beech and oak but even so the amount of dead wood present is low. Some of the older trees have abundant ivy and growth of epiphytic mosses and lichens. The understory is very sparse and made up by occasional young yew and a few rhododendron. There is little broadleaf regeneration. The ground flora is dominated by bracken although there are patches with bilberry and bluebell. Grazed grass-dominated rides, track edges and clear fell areas provide open space and these sometimes have frequent heath bedstraw, tormentil and wood sage. Further management to increase structural diversity and amount of open space will be beneficial. This wood includes Studley Wood geological interest site. Detailed assessment of the interest of this feature found that the geological interest is accessible for study and generally in good condition. In addition to the above, all additional designated features have been considered and assessed.  


